GREATER DOTHAN FORESTRY/WOODLANDS INFO 
· You will compete at the prelim based on the age that you will be on June 1st, 2009.  We have had some protesting on this as people worry about their child competing with an older group of girls; however, they  have to compete the age that they will be at state as their prelim title determines what group they are in at state.  If a girl is on the older side of that group your child is going in, more than likely, they will be moving up to the next group anyway and your child will not be competing against them.  This is a rule for every group.  
· If you win a title within a prelim, you must know ahead of time that you will be available to compete at the state pageants in the summer (usually in June for Forestry and July/Aug for Woodlands).  As it gets closer, I will have exact dates.  Please do not compete if you know that you will not go to state as you are taking the moment of being crowned from another girl who would love to go to state.  I understand that emergencies and illnesses come up that cannot be helped, and I will certainly consider that if it comes up.  Just do not plan to do the pageant if you already know you cannot go to the state pageant.  I appreciate this as there are girls who would love to go and represent a prelim title.  I haven’t had too many problems with this from my girls, but there have been in other systems.
· Interview times will be determined as we get closer to the pageant and know how many girls will be doing it.  Teen and Miss HAVE to do interview so they do not have to pay the $10 for the optional interview fee.  Interviews will start with Miss and Teen since they are mandatory and the scoring is figured into their final scores.  

· Interview attire for Teen and Miss will be appropriate suit.  All others can wear sportswear, Sunday dress or heirloom.  As long as it is neat and age appropriate, it will be fine.

· Attire for the pageant will be as follows:

Baby - Teeny:  Sunday, pageant or heirloom dress (age appropriate makeup is allowed)
Tiny - Little:  Heirloom or Short Pageant Dress.  I do not want to preclude anyone    from doing the pageant because they do not have a certain kind of dress.  If you win, you will need to obtain a pageant dress because the state pageant does not allow heirloom.  I have had problems with parents confused as to whether they should wear heirloom or pageant dress when given the choice.  I will not tell you which to wear; however, I will very strictly instruct my judges that I do not want them to lean towards any “type” of dress.  I want the attire judged on how it fits a girl, if it is age appropriate, if the color looks good on the girl, etc.  My judges will know these criteria!!

Petite - Miss:  Long Pageant Dress

· There will dressing areas for the girls.  I am sure that I will have hair and makeup vendors offer come do contestants for the pageant; however, I am not responsible if your hair and makeup person does not show up on time or has overbooked.  Please make sure that the person you book understands this and that you have hired someone you trust or have been referred to.  I will try to work with a girl if we have to move an interview time at the last minute due to unforeseen circumstances, but I will not rearrange the entire pageant because someone did not show up or was overbooked.  I do not get paid a rental fee for the vendors using the space.  I do this as a service for the girls in my pageant.  

· The breakdown of scoring for each judge in interview is as follows:
Dress (1-10)

General Knowledge (1-10)

Ability to Communicate (1-10)

Poise/Self Confidence (1-10)

For a total possible points of 40*

*Teen and Miss will have this interview score combined with the below stage competition scores for a total overall score.

· The breakdown of scoring for each judge for the on-stage competition is as follows:

Poise/Stage Presence (1-25)

Evening Gown/Attire (1-10)

On-Stage Question/Personality* (1-15)

*Baby and Teeny will not have an on-stage question but will have a “personality” score in place of the on-stage question

· There will an interview award in each group.  Tiny – Junior has optional interviews only but the highest interview score in each group will receive an award on stage during crowning.
· Photogenic is an optional competition; however, the entry of up to two pictures are included in your entry fee.  You can submit any picture, B&W or color, no larger than 8X10 in size.  Please have your child’s name labeled on the back of the picture.  We do not include a photogenic score in the overall score of the girls.  The pictures are all put out in front of the judges and collectively they choose their favorite.  If your child wins in Tiny – Miss, they will move on to the state pageant and photogenic IS included in their overall score, and therefore will not be optional.  There will be a photogenic award in each category given on stage during crowning.
· The best dress competition is included in your entry fee.  The highest overall dress score in each category will be given this award during crowning.  Again, I will be instructing my judges to NOT lean towards a “type” of dress, but more to score a girl’s attire on how well it fits, age appropriate, how the color looks on the girl, etc.  I will be reminding them several times that I do not want them leaning towards a certain type of dress; therefore, I do not want them judged comparatively, but instead judge each girl’s attire individually.
· The stage presence competition is included in your entry fee.  The highest overall poise/stage presence score in each category will be given this award during crowning.  

· A 1st and 2nd alternate will be named in each group and will be awarded a trophy and a gift.  If for some reason there are exactly four girls in a group, we will not allow just one girl to be left out and have 3rd alternate trophies available.  
The Queen in each group will receive the following:

· Beautiful crown
· Satin Embroidered Banner

· State Fees Paid to AL Forestry/Woodlands Pageant
· Misc. Prizes (determined by number of girls in pageant)

· We always plan a good luck bash before state and have a great time!!!

· WE ARE DOING SOMETHING NEW AS AN INCENTIVE TO GET YOUR APPLICATIONS IN EARLY!!  When you send in your application, please put a note with it that states your top three positions/numbers that you would like to be in the lineup.  The first one getting their application and fee to me in each group will get THEIR pick for placement in the lineup.  Obviously, after picking First, Middle and Last, it is down to numbers or towards the front or towards the end.  Picking numbers will limit you as we never know how many will be in the group.  If you have a favorite number, you can let me know that, but also put a “placement preference” also.  *Any further Questions, feel free to call me!!!
· You will be able to get your score-sheets.  I will need you to bring a self-addressed, stamped envelope to the pageant for this.  If you forget, I will need you to mail me a request with the envelope.  Last year I had several people mention it to me after the pageant as they had forgotten an envelope.  It is hard to remember everyone when there is so much going on.  So, please remember your envelope.  Thanks for your help with this.

· We will be doing crowning baby and teeny miss after Tiny miss competes as we know our little ones tend to get impatient and cranky, and we like them to be at their best if possible during crowning pictures.  We only ask that our queens and alternates stay for pictures if possible.  We realize that sometimes the baby and teeny group may get sleepy or cranky, and leaving would be okay if you’re not opposed to them not being in the group photo; however, we do require our Tiny – Miss winners stay for group pictures as they will be moving on to state.  Thank you.

